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My name is Marilyn Farley. I’m a past member of the Fairfield City Council and was the chair of 

Fairfield’s Measure P oversight committee for the first six years after the 1% sales tax was approved. I 

am pleased that the City Council decided your meetings should be open to the public. The more 

exposure the public has to you and to the new General Plan as it is developed, the better the outcome 

will be. 

I’ve read many of the documents presented so far, including your notes from initial brainstorming, the 

vision statement and your comments, and the key findings in your packet for today’s meeting. 

I am heartened that you are moving in a direction that will serve our citizens well. I agree that the vision 

statement needs work. I would encourage you to take an expansive view about what we want for the 

future of Fairfield. 

Our vision needs to engage the imagination and enlarge the realm of possibility. We are all concerned 

about climate change. I hope we will collectively concentrate our energy on sustainable, regenerative 

environments. I envision our city becoming an urban forest, green with trees and plants that provide 

shade, food, and habitat for wildlife while reducing energy costs, air pollution, noise and hotter days. 

Let’s also image a future where we our known for active promoting living wages for our residents so that 

no one needs to be unhoused and that we have a caring and compassionate community that ensures 

that will happen. 

And while we’re at it, let’s imagine a community where there are no guns and much less violence than 

we experience today, where the police and fire departments focus on their core functions, freeing up 

resources to provide more support for our youth, for mental health services, for parks and recreation, 

for cultural amenities and for our urban forest. 

Let’s embrace a model for compact growth that emphasizes infill and reuse and eliminates the need for 

any major expansion of our urban limit line. Urban Limit Lines are recommended by the Association of 

Bay Area Governments in their 2050 Plan as a tool for containing sprawl, protecting agriculture and 

open spaces AND reducing greenhouse gases. I would advocate that this group recommend voter 

approval for a new Fairfield Urban Limit Line, as we had from 2002 until December 2020. 
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